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ay 
READER, 


Saw the World in a Flame, and among the reſt, have 
|| thrown in my Bucket to quench it *. Indeed I have been 

ſomething m haſte ; but where there #s Fire in the caſe, 
this muſt not be called a' Fault, but a Duty But I hope [ 
have not made ſo much haſte, or been ſo ill guided, as to 
miſtake .with ſome, and fill my Bucket with Oyl inſtead of 
Water. Tl afſure thee 1 drew it from a very Charitable 
Fountain, and am none of thoſe that have either Reſpe& to 
Perſons or Parties : But I- think 1 need not make my Ex- 
cuſe for the enſuing Diſcourſe, for that would be to Apo- 
logize for -doing my Duty. that T ſhall deſire of thee 
is, That before thou begin to read, thou lay aſide all thoſe 
Common Enentes to Truth and Peace, viz. Paſsion, Pre- 
judice, wad &c. or elſe we ſhall both of «s loſe 
our Labours, ; | | 
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"ELIGTON::(Twillnotfay-the True Religion } 

_ as men manage-it, is become the grievance. and 

\" burden of the Nation; 'andis the iproper Provigce 

* ' of-the State to take it-into conſideration :: When 

the Meier 'was born, the holy Angels Anthem: was, Glory 
10 God in the Higheſt; Price con« Earth, Grod:Wil: towards. 
Mes ;'but illinen; and the-Devil together, have ordered - 
things ſo, thatthe ſame-cs inverted; 'and may.now be ſaid, 
Diſhonour to Ged'on-High, Confuſion on Earth, 1U-Wil.. to- 
werds Mey + The truth'is,” men have:been 10 madly; extra» 
viganr, inthe things they [call Religion, and; haye,. made 
ſixh tumutes and firs: in-vhis::Woidl —— of 
#fidther, that notwithſtanding. I: contend :catnelſtly-for a 
Toleration, as the -anly-remedy to heal them,yet:'tis- not. for 
& Toleration'to do miletiief ; and I can willingly ſubſcribe, 
after all T ſhall ſay in behalf thereof, :that no ſort oriparty 
of men ſhouldbe thdulged in any-of their: Religiaus or,Per-: 
ſ{wiſions;of what denomination focver; :þut thoſe that- are, 
ready and willing -to give the State ſecurity.:far. their: good 


" our God ith all our hearts, &c. And car Neighbour as our 
JON But men have been ſo mad, that they have almoſt ya- 


alouſly and indiſcreet! oncartogreng 
CFE 
* 1% LISEY tro = thy 


bour': That theſe things are but £00 true, a Ne om 
by ſad experiencecan atreſt,'and'in was this unha 
Py diagzon 3 which like a Ship at Sea, has been tong a fi 


he Captain yo labowss to ſave her, having Foul 
9 $ leaks, and- a for a ;*b 
ike miadmen; every one « obj r to fecu ſomething of 


her Cargoe, not conſidering that ho the Ship is gone, all 
is gone; and inſtead of alfiſting,do rears oppoſe bim : 


$6 thar the muſt apteyo rug el tie dns Of 
inevieed lam 


xy mas), eſpecially of rn Chis and 
ev ;; 

lay down my 'Obſervatians-thereaf, although 
tho common fate of Reconcilers,to inaahlognfe ui 

' Then Firſt, I: take: x inen make- a, 

of ths Difenticos,: of, drying pg 
Retigion, andicall themrerininal, when they are: Not; and 
endeavour to-recencile them, whea ris impodlible.; 


nates ting! a qe pens A 


"Alf the World wil 'acknowledge with the; 14tat' where? 
impoffible t6 , is not "td bedone?! Niwihs* 
long as met ba variery of Priveiphes, ſeveral Educations, 
Conſtitutions, Tempers, Diſtempers, Hopes; Fears, De- 
grees of Li hr, _—_ alt, Underftas Fi: Eee on 
pacities, - A 5 ni (an 
therefore fot neceffary Y ys d! be 1 of bas Mind: 
And therefore he that artemprs'it, does like hit that claps 
his Shoulder to the Ground! to flopan' Earth quake'; that 
woutd ſtop the conrſe of the Sun, fteirr the raping Ocean, 
or pull down the Pillars:of the Barth; *Tis foolifh-there- 
fore to wiſh it or ;expett'it;-an@ they'that endeavour it, 
do but vex and trouble the World; and'thinking ro-pro- 
cure, they but ſpoil all its Harmony, which confifts i i. fo 
great variety of Diſcords. _ 
Ec been fard by a earned Prelare; that in the latgein- 
of fixtech hindred and 6dd'years,: fo machJu 
hath i aff in Chriſtendom, **Thar the obſeuriry-of-fome 
«4 Queſtions, the nicety of foreArricles, the intricacy of fome 
* Revelations, ' the variety of Humane Underſtanding; the 
2 vin of Tarver of docs the «fub- 
$4gefNent teations;- Per- 
«ſonk re: rpg z portentdris rantber of Wyiters, the 
*1nfinjty of Anthorines, 'the'vaſtneſs of fome Argumenes, 
*asco in-the enymeration of ma Rr IEInne, rho 


<chs Meare of So Sorin,  invaldieyof Prebarions? 
100 
oa Ta Us .of all cxterior- Argumeats-to 
- Fn other ry their open Conteſtarion', the pudlick 
Eyiofence done: to. Authors and Reevrds , the private 
_ * Arts 3nd Sopplantings, the flkifyivgs\and indefucgabl 


a al Br ſme bs: zbuſe/ al! Underſtendi 
_ Fl 


on waſians int9.theit- own Opinions: Theſe 
and more, even' all' che! difficulties! of Things, all 
« the wealkneffey of Man, and all the-Arts/oP the. Devi __ 


k. 


| —_ y impoſible fp EE ator fo E's 
Ir Ir ob beeg! mace plainly; appear, that | ites-and Ce 
2monies, -that. ERaye ch Mong cad ſuch; and ſuch 

| Government or way, 
giſtrernan, ſuc &«, are things, 
nt. nature; al cs neceſlity to. 

Mens Salvation, nor, belang-to. the 1] r. Eſſence of 
Gods Church,, but are gale aecor hah to 'Con- 


+2 


ſw | 


tiogenicies/and Eo | Gp llowod 
according;keghg.culon of ns "Eater 
are, made ly!to. appear;.t nds of 
Peace and  Chatity, for- t 
and not.DeſtruQtion. 

"Amit elm 


make-a. ve Sr 
are HatneB, Purity 


er thet God 


tare 


+ art SS oy el 
hath raiſes 'bim from the dead, 
St. Jon, For-: FO 254 that pl 65 Fr fave; Chrift & 
-the j of: God; .G thin him,” and he in 
| ih ord bearry gade- 


rae; rofl Tp 


Hem wk the. Sons (hen and are of : io 
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and Salvation of the other. - Now ma Meet moore tang 
theſe, Books, is a thing without all controverhie ; and only 
diſputed by them whoſe intereſt it isthey ſhould not, I mean 
men of ordinary and mean Capacities ; for if not, to what 
end were they wrate ? Or-why*to them direQed ? And why 
are all commanded .to read and ſearch them, if; they were 
not capable to.,uaderſtand:them ?. And how can fuch men 
who deny :it, beable to vindicate the Wiſdom, Goodneſs 
or Juſtice of Almighty God, 1n delivering his Creatures a 
Rule to walk by, and, exatt a due conformity thereto, if 
they were.not capable to- underſtand it? Nocertainly, the 
Good God, as.he.has condeſcended to givethis Creatures a 
Rule, fo he has calculated this Rule to all:their Capacities, 
and ſo adapted rhe one for the other, that they have: the 
greateſt Reaſon inthe World to Adore and Admire his Wil 
dom and Goadnelsfor.the fame;... 1-1 1 
I will allow that ſome,can better underſtand them: than 
others, and that they are not equally underſtood of all, be- 
caule of the difference of mens Capacities andAcquirement 
and becauſe they ſhould have.a depengance, : and be behold. 
ing to-one, another, which rajalfhers to, Charity ;; but .zhe 
norhing 1s more. certain than.that all men of the mean 
Capacities, may underftand them ſufficient and enough tor 
Salvation, if they come with-a, ſincere affection of being in- 
{tructed,and of finding out, Truth,otherwife they would.nat 
anſwer the egd-for, which they were defigned:: $ome.thi 
indecd the deepeſt Heads-cannot reach,andothers the —_ 
et Underftanding can, hardly peffibly miſtake, and thoſe 
t00, are all of the greateſt importance; | 
| If only one ſort of 'men, were able to naderſtand them, 
as ſome , would have it, we. ſbould have. had..notixe from 
Heaven, who thok ſhould be, and how. quallifed, and that 
1a ſuch plain CharaCters, that it. ſhould.nort. be poſſible we 
ſhould miſtzke ; but there;is no ſuch thing. And if any ſort 
of men, claim this Arcanam. above others, 'tis ad affront 
: 6 B go to 


| Mg 89) - I 
to the Underſtandings of all the reft,and their words ought 
not to be taken in their own Caſe. And indeed, *ris a thing 
too great to be trufted with any one fort of men: Some 
indeed will only have Learged Men capable of underſtand- 
ing them, - but then if this ſhould be,. what a lamentable 
cale the 'World would be in ? Truth would then be 
a precarious thing, and we ſhould have no more of it than 
theſe Learned Men pteaſe, and if they ſhould be byaſſed, 
corrupted, or be diſhoneſt, what muſt the other three parts 
of the World do? Muſt they lie at their Mercy, and their 
Salvarion depend on their Honeſty ? No,God forbid ! And 
bleſſed be his Name, he has taken care men ſhall not lie 
liable to any ſuch Impoſtures. But if theſe men will needs 
be in the right above the reſt, and anderſtand for them, let 
them do their duty for chem too ; for 'tis not reafonable 
they ſhould becharged with a Guty that do not underſtand 
it. But having found their own failings herein, and that 
they are but men like others, daring not to be ſo confident 
as uſual, they betake themſelves to ſhifts ; and to counte- 
nance their fallibility, ſupply the defects of honeſty, and 
falve their impoſition of their ſence ; they ſet up a ſtrange 
fort of Infallibility, which indeed would put an end to all 
the Diſputes and Differences in Chriſtendom, were there 
any ſuch thing. Bur that which they have invented to put 
out the Flame, ſerves only to increaſe it ; for where the 
power of Infallibility is lodged, Heaven has given us no 
notice; which it would certainly have done,had there been 
any ſuch thing: And *tis certain, that thoſe who pretend 
moſt to this Iofallibility, have beea moſt deceived of all. 
Indeed the Cetholicks, as they call themſelves, have drove 
furiouſly, and forced all their people to do the ſame thing, 
and worſhip God the ſame way ; bnt this cannot be called 
an Agreement, no more than Sheep are ſaid to agree,when 
they aredrove up and Pounded all together by 
And there is greater Agrezmeat amongſt thoſe CRo_ 
[4 


the fooliſh World think to the contrary) who worſhip their 
Maker under the Adminiſtration of ſeveral Diſciplines, 
and CanduQion of ſeveral Guides : For Forceand Violence 
may make a Congregation of Bodies, butno Unity of Minds. 
*Tis only a Hearty Intention, Sincerity of Mind and AﬀeRi- 
ons, Simpleneſs and Identity of Addreſs to the ſame Ob» 
jet, which can be called Unity and NE_ and no- 
thing elſe; for other things, though they may ſeem dif- 
ferences and diſagreements to men, yet really they - are 
none at all ; for the circumſtances of Time and Place, Pub- 
lick or Private, Day or Night, the ſeveral Inſtances of Re- 
ſpets, Methods and way of Worſhip, are all one and the 
ſame thing to God Almighty ; He only looks at the Unity 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace ; Differences with men 
are not ſo with him, if they agree in ſincerity of AﬀeCtions 
and integrity of Spirit ; that's the Agreement he looks after. 

"Tis true again,that men underſtand-the Scriptures diffe- 
rently, and to different ſenſes ; but why this difference of 
Underſtanding ſhould be objeRed as a Crime, I know not : 
For*tis impoſlible it ſhould be otherwiſe, ſo long as there be 
ſuch great variety of Humane Underſtandings;andas long as 
they underſtand not differently and amiſs on a bad end and 
deſign, they cannot poſlibly be criminal ; for no man is ob- 
liged to underſtand better than he can. Then again, ma- 
ny men may be totally ignorant of many things in Scri- 
pture, and yet be voy innocent ; and certainly it their To- 
tal oroce be no fault, their underſtanding differently 
thoſe things, which they might have been innocently igno- 


rant of, cannot make them guilty of a Crime ; if it ſhould, 
it would highly advance Ignorance, and' very much de- 
'preſs Ugderſtanding and Knowledge. But further, if they 
underſtand them differently ( which I contend for the mioit 
part they do ) in order to promote a Virtue, encourage a 
Grace, or ſuppreſs a Vice, or any Immorality in themſelves, 
then this diff 


rence ought to be ſo far from being reputed a 
B 2 Crime, 


Crime, that ir becomes neceſſary, - and onght to be incou- 
Ja8eo > and rhey that put a fcandal on it, are very much to 
blame :Anditmuſt be allowed that men' may difpute things 
in. 47 armque partes, affirm and deny the ſame thing inno- 
cently enough,ſo the good intention be ſecured,8 it be to edi- 
fication, and make no infra&ion on Charity. But the things 
that become criminal, are thoſe ſort of differences whic 

_ every ſide and party of Chriftians are but too guilty of, and 
which concerns them all to ametid ; and that is, forcing an 
interpretation on Scripture, contraty to the natural and ge- 
nuine ſenſe thereof, and that with a deſign to countenance 
theit own Intereſt or Party, And what. the Papiſts object, 
is but too true (though they have the leaſt reaſon to com- 
plain) that every one interprets the Scripture to his Side and 
Party (and fodo they to Theirs) and that the diviſions of 
Proteſtants have been principally occaſioned by every one's 
having the uſe of the Scriptures ; which admitting to be 
true, lince thefe differences are unavoidable, and naturally 
inyocent in themſelves, and only accidentally evil, and much 
better at the worſt, than forced> Agreements or Conſpira- 
cies; one would think they ſhould have no further to ob. 
ject :. Since further, if the uſe of good things ſhould be de. 
nied and prohibited on the ſcore of their abuſe , and ac- 
cidental Inconvenienctes, a juſt pretence might be brought 
in forall the Irregularities in the World. 

Now fince the Eſſentials and Circumſtantials in Religt- 
on are agreed on, fince.it has been made to appear that eve- 
ry one may underſtand ſo much of Religion and the Scrt- 
ptures as is neceſſary for his Salvation ; ſince *tis impoſſt- 
ble men ſhould not differ and diſagree, as alſo in moſt things 
not to be deceived, one would think theſe things ſhould 
make men rhodeſt and, peaceable, and hinder the ill effect 
of 'any diſſentiap that might happen among(t them. 

But men are willing to admit and indulge one another 
a difference of Thought and Underſtanding in moſt of _ 

Cu- 


, 9 3 ; 
Secular Concerns, 'bur grow? inpatientiant/are;rinwitling 

to admit any difference of Sentiments inthe Concerns of 
Religion 3 and to their dealing on this;account, moſt of the 
confuſions and diftrattions of Chriſtendom owe their ori- 
ginal ; and after the anreaſonablenels, injuſtice and folly of 
the thing has been made to-appear tothe'World, one would 
think they ſhould ceaſe their mad 'and ineftettual proceed- 
ings. 8 
For it has been made to appear to the World, That Con- 
ſcience ought not to be conſtrained ; that ' a Corporal Pu- 
niſhment ought not to be inflicted: for 'a Spiritual Fault ; 
that men ought not to Puniſh where they have no power 
to Command ; that they cannot command the beliet of a 
thing, unleſs they give a ſufficient Reaſon ; and thar, that 
can only be ſufficient, when the party is convinced ; and 
that is not their power to know, unleſs by the party ac- 
knowledged ; that matters intelleftual are not diſcerned by- 
'a Secular Power ; That to puniſh men for differing in _ 
nion, is as unreaſonable as to puniſh them for having diffe- 
rent Faces; that no humane Authority is either ſuthicient 
for cognizance or determination, or competent for inflicti- 
on of puniſhment in ſuch matters; that the Terms of Schiſ- 
matick and Heretick are only Scare-crows, and fignifie 
next tonothing ; that no man is a Schiſmatick but he that 
departs from a good Life, that fears not God, nor loves his 
Neigbour ; and that no-man is a Heretick, or ought to be 
puniſhed as ſuch, but he that teaches*ill life, or takes up 
an ill Opinion contrary to Fundamentals, on a bad account, 
Viz, on the Score of Pride; Ambition, Intereſt, Malice, or 
any other Siniſter End, which will be very difficult to be 
known ; that *tis impoſſible for men not to differ, that *tis 
not neceſſary they ſhould agree ; that- all Sorts and. Par- 
ties of Chriſtians have beendeceived; that amidſt ſo great 
difficulties, *ris impoſſible they ſhould notbe deceived ; that 
\Puniſhments ought to be proportioned to their —_ ; 
_ nat: 


that Spiritual Faults onght only to have Spiritual Puniſh- 
avoada ay that a ro: vc. Be? arcs t ogy inflited 
for an uncertain Fault'; that moſt Spiritual Faults are un- 
certain; that if. a man was puniſhed or killed, he was cer- 
tainly puniſhed or killed; but that it was not fo certain he 
was 1n a Fault; that Concluſions ought not to be er” 
than their Premiſes ; that no man ought to be Judge in his 
own Caſe; that Reaſon, Diſcourſe and Arguments are the 
only Proper Methods and Inſtruments to Convince Men, 
and noother ; that if others of an Heterogenial ſtamp were 
uſed, they might make Hypocrites, but no Proſelites, and 
that they were never accompanied with ſuaceſs ; that the 
generality of men are diſpoled to live quietly ; that Op- 
preſſion, Tyranny and Penal Laws, are occaſion of moſt of 
the diſturbances in Chriſtendom ; that fallible men ought 
- not to call their Opinions Articles of Faith ; that they - 
ought not over-haſtily'to intereſt-their Maker in their un. 
certain Cauſe ; that Gods Glory doth conſift with the Good 
of Mea, and may be maintained without their deitruCtion, 
Further it hath been made evidencly to appear againſt them, 
- that ſay, We have a Law That Law cannot make a 
Truth; that Truth is as old as the Eternal Veracity, and 
ſuffers no Degrees ; for what was yeſterday, will be true to 
day, to morrow, and tothe end of the Word : - And there- 
fore to force People to be of their Religion, becauſe Eſta- 
bliſhed by Law, is a great piece of Vanity and Nonſence : 
That neither Fathers, Councils, no Indwidual Man,or Com. 
pany of Men,no Power or Force upon Earth,are able to make 
a Truth, or an Article of Faith. No,all they are able to do,is 
by way of Promulgation, Declaration, or Explanation of 
Truth, but nothing by way of Creation ;- they may illu- 
rate indeed, and make Truth appear to be fo, but wy can 
"neither add nor diminiſh : What yas Truth,and agreeable to 
Gods Will, was ſo before, they undertook the Diſquiſition,or 


before they came into the World, and will be ſo when they 
- are 


ir } 


are extinft and gone out of it, notwithſtanding all their 
endeavours tor, or againſt it, 

Again, Nothing is more certain than that Men are Men, 
and uncertain; that they arc and have been proved fallible ; 
That” General Councils have erred and contradiQted one 
another on Record ; that Fathers have been miſtaken ; that 
what has been may be again ; and therefore that all reſpe- 
Qively may be uſed with reverence and reſpetts as occa- 
ſion may require, as the beſt Humane Guides and DireCtors 
bur always with deference, and aneye to their Fallibility ; 
that their Opinions ought not to be preſſed as Articles of 
Faith, nor their Determinations have the weight. of Ma- 
thematical Demonſtrations. Methinks theſe Coofiderati- 
ons ſhuuld make men look a little amicably on one another, 
and a lictle come tothemſelves : But I find they donor, and 
may be the Scene is laid too far off; and therefore 1 will 
bring it nearer home, and let themſelves judge. 

A certain number of Pilgrims were going to the Holy 
Land, had equal deſires and affeftions for the Place, and all 
moved by the ſame Love and Good Intention; none indeed 
had been there already,and therefore they were the more to 
ſeek for their way ; and indeed all were very 'diligent to 
find out the true Road ; and as they go along, they meet 
with ſeveral Ways and Paths ; upon which the Company 
divided ;' ſome go one way, and ſome another, according as 
they —_— it ſurer and more probable than the other ; 
but one of rhe Company, of hotter Conftitution than the 
reſt, asked ſome of their Fellows, why they ſhould nat go 
their way, ſince they were fure = were ia the right ? 
[To which they anſwered, They could got be ſure, becauſe 
they never were there; that they had the ſame Charts and 
DireQions which they had, and had as honeſtly and fin- 
cerely peruſed them ; induced by the ſame, if not greater 
Love and AﬀeCtion to the Place ; and that they did not think 
that way to be right, but that the Path they were goingg in 
was 


wasthe- ſuper and 'more:'prebable way, and hoped that it- 
would bring them-to the Place :as' foon, if not doonerthan 
theirs wouldy'-ahd:therefore deſired to be excuſed: ; adding, 
Fhat af they'ſhonld go with them, they ſhould go again 
their Thoughts and Conſciences, which would be a trou- 
ble "to them' all along the Road, but eſpecially at laſt, if 
they ſhould be- miſtaken. This anſwer , though modeſt 
and very reafynable; yer wasnot fatisfaQtory; 'fer the other 
prefſed them hard, loving company very well,” and ſaid, 
T hat ſince they were all going to the ſame place, *cwas fit 
they ſhould all go together in the ſame Road; and if they 
would not, they would rake away their Proviſions and Mo- 
ney,and force them : And their Paſſion and Zeal was ſo bot, 
that they didſo and worſe, for ſome they beat and wound- 
ed, others they killed ; and for the Reſt, at the next Town 
they prevailed ſo with the Magiſtrate, 'and miſrepreſented 
them ſo ill;/that they-got'them put 1ndurance. | 
"Now who can but pity therhard fate of theſe poor Pil- 
&rims'? "Or forbeer to cenſure/and give his verdict againſt 
the hot fiery Zeal of the other ? But let'them fpeak as dare; 
Whoever pities them, I'ſhall fay to them as Nathar ſaid to 
David, You are they Mew ;- Allfides have: been but roo Guil» 
ty, and haveplaid the ſame Pranks :when in Power, 
© 'One would wonderihow Chriftian men ſhould have ſuch 
hatred and animoſities'one againſt another, and run-Counter 
to all the Principles of their Religion, and Laws of their 
Great Maſter ; Whoſe Zefſons, as one-ſaith, were ſofter thap 


Wart, 09 the juice of the *Candian Olfve ; teaching 'aÞ jfna- 
gittableComphanee, mutual Forbearance and Charity ; agd 
oftteof his laſt Commandsrothem was, To love one avother'; 
bit *they /have rot! minded the Commands of their: Good 
Lord,'6ri obſttved the advice df their Compaſſionate J+ 
Foe brit "have fallen ' out by-the 'Way;-diſ onowred their 


rof:ffion, and#ryined themſelves.” 
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| Bur a man ſhalkquickly be.raiſcd;from his wonder, when 
TIO DIS, 

They: greatly: mi in calli eir-Reftpectwe Opini 

00s, Several/Religions): 1: there.is but'one Coded 

ane. Religion; and thas they (may ag welk;call the ſeveral 

Counties in- England: ſeveral Nations, as to: give ſeveral 

Opinions the: denomination of ſeveral diſtin&t i Religions. 

Weak a man what Country man he-is ?' If he tells us Der- 

byſhire, Staſſoriſbire,; or. Cheſhire: cc. all is-well, therevis 

o0 hure-done ;/+biit if we ask.him what Region he:3s of? 

And it prove tobe differing from ours ; preſently an anitho- 

ſity ariles, and we look on him with ſtrange thoughts, and 

reckon him'almoſt ſomething elſe than) a'man; and rather 

a Heathen than:a Chriſtian ;; and when we have made him 

ſuch a Heathen; then we think like-the:- Iſrae/rtes, 1rhar "ris 

lawful jo deſtroy ſuch «. Canaanite. from amongſt: us ; never 
conſidering all this while. the mans- Cortftitution, Educa- 


tion; Prejudice,; the Books he may have read, the. Compa-» 
ny hemay. have &it; whuch may make hiin haveadif. 


-apprehenſtons of rhings from-ours, and 
that his. Honeſty and good Intention may -make his Senri- 
ments (though differing from outs) yet altogether as in- 
NOCENT. do WNI0OKI IONS IN 5440 
. Again,” Tis a: ſtrange vanity-that men/have;/in valui 
themſelves fo extreantly. for berng. of 'this.or i that-perfw! 
on- or -party.of and-brings a: great:deal of trouble 'to 
the World. . One ſaith he-is a lick: and no Heretick ; 
the Proteſtant Herericks ſay they. are good Proteſtants and 
no Papiſts ;- and the;Cburch. bf: 'S»g/and man! ſaith-he is of 
a-Religion eſtabliſhed by. Law; andno- Diſlenter ;asif Law 
could.make a Truth; and ſo -they:go- on,  upbraiding one 
another, ſuppoſing every Diviſion.'of- Chriſtians that 'has 
a difipRt oames.is a diſtintt; Religion: cNow-if weſbould 
be: ſo, fooliſh in other concerns; what{would [the World 
think of us ?. If the wiſh mes ſhould:day the 'Kentiſb- 
ag) men 


ferentrhbughts 
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Mercers DDS qa 6 49 Eo Aſlerters be 
horror 2:Fanhes, af x; .mnanicelis-ugr thinaſelf 
Sher; aorlkhbli Letoth 


en: Pro jrevdy rv eta bes looklupon' ts 
of 'Peta 'Aaciquated: Cointharismoreurrant : 
Ii:dig fay! he 0s) a Chriftiov, thaci will notatiche ; he ryns 
waned apcry punar rior any rm Naine;':bue little or 
| pu 5 9 from\mguity,;\Hilhe\pdls bimfſetf 
Cres ran Eve rs my | aliialibewell; he 
| Fellows, ndeſtcemed ; 
ue ke tewaS non otrhd. F $;orimereſthim- 
{o]f za their fimple Quarrels, bo lobeanded 'withthe odjous 
Naneof Acheitt ortobeof no Religionan all. ':-Arfuch 
a:high;pitchsf: ixerivagancy: is rhe 'Worldwbme t6, that 
4 Jew: ur. Nation-ſhall haye -more reſpect than 
2 OO _ ths Gar-nooothgt eaon, | re 
"u$- © 


rag Areas: nes; roaring wrappers mor 
ey of the Elements: © But allthis might'be cured ina great 
meaſure, if the State would make it Felony or Treaſonfor 
any man to call hinſelf by any other Name,” _ thar-of 
Chriftian.// |For/*ris incyedible to thinkwhat © miſchiefs g6 
aloag with theſe')New Names; -O,heisa SE ,fays one; 

ke's a Fanatick, fays another ; "they are wor of reproach, 
end their —_—_ heisan-ill man ; for ſo every Side and 
Party another : And ſome, when 
they w yo x finer way y 0 work, call burtheir 'Ad- 
verlary by nainie of his SoGt, that ferves ny "= 


| | <4 
vidking-and: Gondemwatian-y ahetd ſeguee him Goater 
But it. wilt be aged, and onghy tobe enquired_into,. How 
they came by ſuch falſe Notions of things ? ThenlI fay;. : 
- Thas Cullen, Chance, Projndidednd Confiaition;give 
mol meactheinway of Religion): ard- creates thein Conſe 
enceyt2e 3 they thmk «hisonthat, we be finfal;.cot which 
is, really, and mnaturally:{o; butt what-rhey ſee fame men:ab+ 
hor and-dete6,and- when they have heda taught is ſo; and 
Youth-greenally $akt thein-Parants word}. and fuiallow all 
infinitely.and waplitity ,; ahd-if one bemeſtakens 'tis hard- 
lz:poſlble but thas:the-ether willcbe miſe bda roo. And 
Pops thweperizents Nav if datng Lage, 
JanctioNs, and and, Jhame; Of 
and doing things-contrary: to, thein; Country Cuftoms:and 
$1 -«r@-great QbRadles-to Tauth and Pdace. - The! In- 
Jags At | theiridead: Feicads and Relations, and thougtit:ic 
a-great; piece-of Piety,, and:the- maſt honourable way of Se- 
pulture ;. but the: Greets they burned-thern all :  A/exanuer 
asked/each:of them, what be-ſhould give them toexchanps 
their Method ? They /bork anſwered wich the gream(ſt' ab- 
hasrence.imaginable!, aud: declaimed againſt: cach! orhers 
Uſages as the: molt barbarous and' undecent way in the 
World. Cuſtom makes good things to ſeem evil, andevib 
things to ſeem:goed;: And I: bave-read of a Shepherd on 
the; Mountains: of Napier, whorimthe: Jory 'time'of , Lex, 
came with Fears in his-Eyes:ta his ,- andearneft- 
ly deſired Ahſolution,. in that he had/{wallowed by chance 
a; littlys Whey, which leaped into _hisi Mouth: . from: the 
Cheeſ&Prelſs::: The Father. ashked: bim,, Whether: he! knew 
himſelf guilty of no other: Sins? He anſwered; Not any: as he 
knew of. Hg. again asked him,; Whether he\mas not arteſſary 
th ang of | the Rabbertes. and Marders- committed on. their 
Mountains ? Tes indeed, Quoth he,. that I am ; (but this 'we 
atver) eftcers> arCrime ; "tis a) thing duily prattifed! by all' of 
4p, £196 there: needs; no: 3 for ſach things. By this 
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thatalways the beſt: Coine/toundeceive hin, 
on you aSanImpoſtor,and all the Arguments you ſhall bring, 
Ggnifie-no morethan Arrows againſt a Wall of Brafs ; he 
ts reſolved, ſay \what you will, you ſhall not-move him ; he 
will-not confidet any (thing char is-alledgedagainſthim'; 
will Jaugh at:your Reaſons, ſhift them off; and *do-#vy 
- thing rather than be'convinced:; nay he comes with' a'Re- 
folution to: Diſcourſe, not'to be Overcome ; and to ſay 
ſomething for: his Side, rather than the Truth ; and what 1s 
worſt of all, ris impoſſibleſome ſhould-beiprevailed' upon, 
who eſteem all Arguments tobe Temprations; and” there- 
fore look upon themſelyes: obliged by all means to ſhun 


. So that rhis ſore of obftinacy and perverſenefs, this par- 
tiality, . this: reſpe& to Perſons and Sides, and want of: ſin- 
cerity, and :nditferency to Truth, keeps a foot our Differen- 
ces, obſtruas' mutual, Compliances and Toleration ; eve- 
ry onecalling his Fancy his Faith, his Opmion his Rehgi- 
on,. and entitles God to all ; and when God is concerned, 
then they think their Zeal cannot be roo much ; and out of 
an hatred to Lukewarmneſs, endeavour: to make it- as'hor 
as they..can ; ſo hot, that it deftroys Charity, 'Burns and 
Preys.,upen their innocent Neighbours. «oo - = 

But a further Accefſary (and Aggravation too) of Chri- 
ſtian Differences, is the Method and Adminiſtration of their 


Govern» 


| a7) 
Government.”: Bdn Firſt, [They ſappoſe God Almighty has 
pointed 'a particular: »Diſcipline: and +Regiment. for” his 
Church, and then fall-out about it; ,cvety one maintain+ 
infj that their -own- particular ſence; is the ſame : Then 
again, they ſuppoſe that [Diſcipline and Regiment is abſo- 
tntely neceflary/;/ both which are falſe: For God neither 
hatli appointed any particular-way, neither 1s ary | necel+ 
fary, no further than for the neceſſary Regulating fuch Af- 
{emblies as ſhall*meot together to worſhip their God, or to 
Excommunicate a man'out of ſuch their Aſſemblies for 
his evil Life; which are things:very' eafic tobe done, and 
need nogreat Wit or Learning to\Perfſorm-:-Andany man 
may be Honeſt, Juſt, True, Smceres Charitable,-Humble, 
and Exerciſe any Chriſtian Graces or_Vertues, without the 
help of Ecclefiaftical Policy. ; he- may pray to, or praiſe 
his Gad:jnrSpiric: an& Truth, ( which is all the way which 
ever 'Chriſft appointed): without the-help of Church-Poli- 
cy. .\Chrifts Kingdam is of another World, and requires 
none of the Policy of this to-ma it ; it ought to be 
kept pure and unmixt, being clearof another nature : We 
ſee Oyl in a Veſſel of Water will. not mix, bur keep its Bo- 
dy:inure to it ſelf; no more ought Spitituals tobe mize wih 
Temporals. But: theſe Spiritual Politicians have mie 
Heaven and Earth together , confounded the Warld 
with their Policy,” and fo jumbled things together, that 
Chriſtianity is almoſt loſt in the Compoſition, ſo thatmen 
know not where to find-'it. THhould think that the ill ſac. 
ceſs and bad effeQs ſuch Policy hath hitherto had inthe 
World, ſhould make them aſhamed, and endeavour by all 
means to leave-fuch methods, which did always rather di- 
fturb than any way beautifie the, Church of God. And tet 
them further give me leave to tell them, That if all- the 
Hedges and Encloſures in Zxg/end were pulled down and 
levelled, that it would be Exg/aza ſtill: *tis True Property 
might ſuffer by ſach a Communication ; but to Heaven _ 
P | | Reli 


Religion;' ever pine has! a iequal! Titte and::Claim; i" 
*:\And if God Almighty lia dlign'd a particular Way or 
— Method'of Worſhip, :he would have:takencare that none 
ſhould: miſs it, and prevented-all:Diffexences:abaut. it; But 
wir «pig mire grroreg fur Anter of, ;bur-that: of is 
Spiritiand in Truth. And: had'any particukr- Way: beat 
abſolately'neceffary; i aur” Saviour would have told the Wo. 
mar--of Samaria,. when ſhedid a as ask him the ques» 
{tion, How or wheye they: ſhould morſbip.Gadi? Whether at! Jos 
rulalem or Samayia'?! (' For there was a greatconteft abour 
it'amongſ-the Ighabirants'of each ) Bur he told. her, T hat 
the time was come; "that they: ſboxld- ncither Warſhip: bias: at 
FJerlifilem »ox Samavia;; that is, not/atember of thoſephaces 
In-payticular, exchufive of others, but iniSpirit andrn Frith, 
As if he hag: ſajd; The times of limitation. of Gods.Worthip 
is now over-! Jerwſakm: indeed was the: place enfeiaced] 
and particular: Rites''and Ceremonies: were;cpnjoynell:and 
miade-6bligatoty; but now-rhafe times are paſt; all Rites, 
Types and Coremionigsare aboliſhed, and.othce: times/are 

eome, that God'muſt beworſhipped after another mannee. 
FE obſarve-you mind Times: and Places, and: particular Me. 
thods £00' much  and/ have foobſb and: unprofitable Con- 
_ ceutions'for the ſame; and mind Sincerity'too little ; there- 
fore I aſſiga and appoint you no: particular Place, Method, 
or Time : But be ſure when ever you worſhip God, 
ſer-it be ſincerely 'and heartily, lev / be: is Spirit and. is 
Trath,' and you ſhall then'be accepted. S197, 090 wort! 

.Now mew have'ſt Contentions about the Truth of 
the 'Way of 'Gods Wor but do:but grope in the dark, 
fince.no-wayis ; [donor fay they do amis, if 
they mean. well ; burithe Truthof the Action: 1 reckow-is 


the ab thing; by: how much! more-caſie/ir1is robe 
| and-thore- earneſtly. of God! required; - fox he 
_ faith, '&» give we 249. Heart, And tis an cafie'thiing for 
. any man to know whether he is-in Barneſt, whether he is 


of Sincere, 


R 

Sincere; Hearty'and Real, .i6 what: he: doth-; whether Jiz 
Loves;:or\Fears,:or truly Worthips-God or: 00; whether 
theAtettions af the Soul /accompany:his;Aftions,-atd:that 
he 00 Hyppocrite:':This,. 14ay,' is calie-[for-any man of 
the meanett:capatity' total :1 But then' whether the Cir-: 
cumſtantials'of:our Worſhip be in a true way, is not ſoen 
(ly found our, for-|the Reafons 'alorementioned, and the 
great ch1ficuſteschenein; And fatter diligence uſed, {(lince 
go particular way 35 appointed) we miltake tn 'chooſing 
-iaftances of: Rg/peft . to our Maker ; our miſtakes are in- 
vineible, and -we'ſhall never be:an{werable for them-: But 
if webe, 'tis only to thinour::Lord;.and not to One an0+ 
ther. And therefore 'tis the maſt ubrcaforable, thing 1magi» 
nable, for men to judfe one another.'in thefe points, much 
more to impoletheir reſpeCtive Fancies and Models, with 
inſufterable Peoalties 'one upon another, when they can 
khaveſo little aſſurance they /arv in.che- Rights). ! 71 i 
.. But while ain «ndeavouring to/rool and (quialifie rhe: 
mad World by Redſons and: meats, .deteting: their 
miſtakes, and expoſing; to view the unneceſſary occaſions. 
of their: Differences; and Unreaſonableneſs of their Deftru> 
Qtive:Contentions, T' am-;prefently inter, 1 oh 017 
rupted with 'a 'Text of Scripture : lately rags £62 Text Se 
Preached in ' the:1City ,/and-that is, Com  M4ve,s Chappe. 
tend earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to ) 38. 1; 

the Saints : What; Tay ſome, would you nothave us con- 
tend for the Faith? 'Would you not have us carneſ}' for 
eur Religion, and for the Truth ? I reply, Yes by apy means, 
and this Text doth encourage you to contend net only. for 
the Trae Faith and True Religion, but alſo for that Faith: 
and - that Religion which you believe to be fo; for 
that is the ſame to you as the True, and: no-difference can 
or ought to be made: And then this Text, if not duly: 
tempered and moderated, is ſufficiegs 'to ſet all Chriftens 
dom together by the Ears ;. for every Party and SeQ Wag 
heir 


 their-own way of Religion and Faith to be-Primitive, Ap 
tolical and T rue ;: a1 as frag THE ab vos 0 
from' rhis Text rocontend earneſtly for it : And ſome have 
ated-fo earneſtly, and:depended 1d much on-the-goodneſs 
of their Cauſe, and trueneſs of. their Faith,” that they have 
Plundered, Imprifoned, nay Killed and Murdered their fel- 
low © ry wg ; to teſtific Je” oy dares nay; racy ems 
. and'that they were in Earneſt; but in my-:Opimion; t 
had much vs been in. Jeſt, than ſo-extravagantly-Ear- 
neſt. Therefore this Earneſtneſs:muſt be Lmited, fo that - 
it. be not prejudicial to our ſelves, or deſtructive to 0- 
thers + Ic - to/be minaged:/with the greateſt Cauti- 
ouſheſs,. Prudence and' Diſcretion ; and-by no other Inſtru- 
ments,. but thoſe of Perſwafion and Ratiocigation. .Now 
leſt People ſhould be ſo much io earaeſt again as formerly; 
The Wiſe, . Judicious and Loving Father of our Countr 
would put Bounds to: ſuch deſtructive Earneſtneſs, whic 
hath-made ſuch Devaſtations amongft his wy Fx would 
take; their Weapons outof their hands, with which the) 
have done ſo much Miſchief : Bur they like fooliſh Chil- 
dren, are Peeviſh, and Froward, and exert their : Paſſions; 
grow Angry, and are Sullen and Diſcontented, run and 
make their Moan' to. their /Mother ; whoſe: too. Indulgenr 
_ Nature and 'Tender-Heart, - is but too 'mnch [Grieved - to 
{ce her Childrenout of :-Humour ; and is: almoſt ready to 
Sacrifice- their future Happineſs and Proſperity, to their 
ſent Quiet and Contentment. But what ſhould be done 
. an'this Caſe, 'is an impertinent. Queſtion For. the Diſcre- 
tion and Authority of : the Father, ought: to prevail againſt 
the. Over-fondneſs of the Indulgent Mother, andthe Pee 
viſhneſs of the hamourſome Children; if they cry for Knives 
tocut them, Candles to: burn them, or.-Faod.; that is. un- 
wholſbme for.them ; they muſt befitenced;and no notice ta» 
ken of their childiſh demands. . So that after what has been 
ſaid agd proved, rr! 29719500 ng 
; CG 
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[Methioks*tis the mioft unreaſonable,unditiful and ſhame- ' 
ful Oppelition: Imaginable, which ſome go about td make 
againſt his Majeſty ; that when he endeavours to make -an 
ciabliſhmeot of a Toleration , and offers to put it out of 
the'Power -of any one Party to Hurt 'or Diſturb another , 
and that by as 'good Humane Security, as poſſibly can be 
contriv?d, they ſhould ſo Obſtinately and*Childiſhly rejet 
it. . That-when- it has been made {ſo plainly appear, that 
Penal Laws and Tefts, have been/the Ruine, and do ruine 
the. Nation; and will ruine any Nation; that maintain 
them : That they are moſt Unreaſonable, 'Unjuſt and Un- 
Charitable, and yet-Maintained and' Continued ; Good God, 
that men ſhould be ſo Stupid! What can this argug, but 
that Heaven has no kindneſs for, fuch men :-But ſeeing their 
Obſtinateneſs and Perverſeneſs, gives thera over to Court 
their own Ruine and. Deſtruction ;/ and, fay 1, - Miy the 
Rods be continued on ſuch Fools Backs, finte they are [0 fond 
of them. For my_part, I think robe ctapped up in a Goal, 
to be Fined, Plundred, Wounded or” Killed, on the ſcore 
of meer Religion, and for having different Thoughts and 
ps ou} Ren from other: men ;/1s a Reproach' to the 
Chriſtiaa World, and the' moſt Bretiſh , -Irrational and 
Shamefulleſt thing imaginable; and' 1 think'it every mans 
Duty to endeavour to Fxtirpate ſuch a:wicked Principle. 
For me to. be puniſhed. for being a' man, for believing 
when, there is Reaſon given, :or an Argament; whicly ſeems: 
to me to be Reaſqn; which is-the ſame thipgg"isa thing I 
can-think of with Patience. 1'kriow, ſcarcei'to'Countenance 
their ſuch Unjuſtifiable Aftions, there is a Black Charge 
adyanced ; and. thar.is Heretick, ' Schiſmarick; Turbulency 
of Spirit, Unruly, Eveniics ro:Gove-nment, 'Plotrers;: Se- 
ditiqus;:Obſtioaw,c Upgrateſul] &t.;! Theſe are the com? 
mon IT epicks: ok Scandal wihictbone' Party charpges'the other 
with, \when -.they;have: got them under, of have abuſed 
them ;. T hey. thipk to-gharge: _ with Faults, is fo make 


them- 
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themſelves Innocent: ;-and/the World would cry out on 
them, . ſhould they not have ſome ugly things to lay to their 
charge, after having ſo-unhand{omly treated them. Bur 
theſe Aſperſions: have been wiped off over and over ; and 
it has been ſaid, If 5 be enough to Accuſe, who ſhall be In- 
nocent?, The Charge alſo: has been returned on the Accu- 
{ers Heads, to whont indeed it belongs: For Tyrants and 
Oppreſſors blow the Coals,and then make. Wonders at, and 
accuſe the Flame :: They wonder men will not be quiet, 
and accuſe them.of Diſturbance, when T hey are their only 
Difturbers, and occafion. of all the Commotion ; by Op- 
prefling-them, and Puniſhipg them without a Cauſe. They 
make multitudes of Penal Laws, and by Conſequence Mu 
titudes of Delinquents. _—_— the Penal Laws are, the 
more. Quietnels and: Peace always tliere is. in the World 
and. thoſe were happy. Ages, when ——- Yerba minantis 
fixo are, kgebantr —— every man' might go but to the. 
Market Croſs, and. read;preſently his*Duty, what he was 
to do, and what to avoid. The plain truth is, the multi- 
tudes of Penal Zaws--do but muſter up, and. ſhow the 
World | how ſtrong they. are.in Delinquents ; and when 
they ſee their Numbers, they take Courage, and preſent- 
ly. Conſpire,animated by their being equally Obnoxious, to 
throw of rheir Yoke. and Government, that:hath- made 
them all ſuch Criminals, and ſubjetted'them to- Puniſh- 
ment, for thiogs/in-their awn nature. Innocent ; and ſuch 
Laws.proye generally fatal to the. Makers. 

Further it hath-been made to--appear; that *cis a moſt 
Unreaſonable and Unjuſt Thingy-that a King ſhould come 
to.a- Crown, and not to haye the Benefit and Service of all 
his Subjoha indifferently : /Fhatthoſe Laws which quali- 
fie one ſort of men only fer. his Service,- arcs too Partial and 
Unjuſt;;.and put.it intoithe.Power of thoſe: men to do with 
him- what they: pleaſe-;-That *tis not" fit:nor ſafe for” a ' 
Prince to have. but one--Staff: to lean on,” or 0n& Weapon 

ct GC | to 


'e "NOPE. - 
to defend himfelf ; That *tis Unreaſonable and Unjuft, 
that any one fort of men, under. what Denomination oe- 
ver, ſhould engroſs all Honours and Preferments to them- 
ſelves ; ard have all the Favonr of the Prince, and only 
ſit in the Sunſhine, and all the reſt in the Shade ; whoſe 
Fidelity and Integrity to their Prince, their Sufficiency and 
Ability in Bulinels ; their Peaceable Temper, and equal, if 
not more' probable Arguments'for 'the truth of their Reli- 
gion ; ſet them on equal ground; and give thern as large 
agd juft a Claim therero as others: That ſuch Diſcrimina- 
ting and Partial Laws, do naturally tend to put the King- 
dom in Confuſion ; and as long as one Religion (as they 
call it) receives an Eſtabliſhment; and another doth not, 
that hasequal Pretentions to it, there will never be Peace 
or Quiet in Exg/and. | | 

Again, It has been proved, that Laws are Naturally Nall 
and Void, and grow ito Defuerude, and need no forma- 
licy of a Repeal; after the Reaſons: for which” they were 
' EnaQted'are taken away ; or when they bring ſo many ' In- 
conveniencies', which out-ballance their Advantages. | A 
Law, for good Canfiderations is made, That for the ſpace 
of Ten Years ,” none ſhall preſunie to Kill' or Deſtroy 
ſuch aſort of Wild Beaſts ; but'in the ſpace of Five Years 
they grow ſo numerous and unruly, that they come inro 
the neighbouring Towns, and make great havock , znd 
deſtroy the Inhabitants : Will any mandeny the men of 
the place the priviledge of killing them, and charge them 
with.a breach of the Law ? *No fare! Such Laws tofetheir 
Obligation,and ought to loſe their Denomitiation'too'y and 
to be. called ſomething elſe than Laws, rather Grie- 
vances, or Nuiſances, which -they really are, and ought 
to. do no Miſchief under rheir  ſpeciovs priſtine Title of 
Laws. His Majeſty is charged with breach of Laws, for 
taking ſuch Nuilances 'away ; methinks'they .fhonld'ra- 
ther thank him for ſach his _ Condelſcention, it being 
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the Seavengers. Office. | If 'yaruly Fire-break out in our 


Buildings; a,Door-:15 admitted. to be: broken 'open,” or a 


neig, oyring. "Houſe to: be; blown up}, and no-injuſtice 


. charged. -.? Tis His Majeſty's: Caſe ;. He pretends notto pur 


the Fires out of mens Chimneys, or to Cancel any whol. 
ſome. or neceſſary. Laws: but to put a ſtop'to the Outrage 


and. Viplence,..to-thoſe Fiery, Cruel and Sanguinary Laws, 
"that haye made Tuch-Glavock:amongRt his People; and if 


* - 


. much... Power. .muſt; noti/be-allowedHim, he has not 


Power enough: to Defend Himſelf, or His People. Bur 


this Oppoſition being made by Intereſted and Unreaſonable | 
Men, ,18, leſs, tobe taken notice of :: And -I queſtion nor, 
but will-be. over-raled by Hih,'who'is:not partial as they 
are 5-but.conſults. ha-Good of :the-whole, and will not let 
any one ſort of men haye Powet to Oppreſs the reſt, 'But 
then agnin 04.30 our Pypobncy Ty - 4 a 
am utterly againſi; ciling; of them uch Me- 
vs which ſpmo: weareaks3 ant am: indifferent whether 
they .be reconciled or.'09;/ To they may be made harmleſs, 
and eaſie to the: Publick; And I:do proteft I cannot ſee ſo 
much Iniquity iv them, as ſome -would perſwade ; and 


| hardly. kgow how torcallithem|tDifferences, but obſerve 


more-their Agreement| than their: Difference. For all do 
mutually, agree to Worſhip: the ſame Eternal Ever-Living 


. RYE (6c in his ever-Bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt: The 


Differences.I moſt obſerve, are mens Differences, and mu-' 
tual Animoſitiesabout Differences. - And Taffirm, the firſt 
Differences, in the,various modes of Worſhip,are moſtly In- 
nocent.; . but. :the:ſegond! Ditterences are Criminal';'that is, 
mens: differing one with another, and inflicting Puniſh-: 
meats. one. upop another » about them ; and- breaking the 
Bonds of Charity .; hating 4nd:denying Communion one 
to another og the ſcore gf:aby+ way of Worſhip, differing 
from: theirs, though altogether.as Innocent. I 


And 
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And what I have ſaid before, is not with a defign-to 
- make all men tobe of one'and the fame mind, 'to have rhe 
fame thoughts , and' apprehenſions of things ;, to agree 
and perform the fame things, after the ſame Manner and 
Method, as ſome men are over-fond of, and lay out all their 
endeavours pL, to no purpoſe ) to bring to paſs; for this 
1s neither pothible nor ctllary and therefore do rather 
incourage honeſt and ſincere Differences, than ſuch forced 
and Hypocritiel Agreements: 'For' What fignifies a Con- 
gregation and Preſence of Bodys, when there is a diſſent 
and abſence of Minds ?* *Tis the-Unity of Minds makes the 
agreement ; and though Company and Univerfality may 
ſeem fine and plauſible things to men, yer they cannot. be 
pleaſing in the ſight of God, if accompanied” with Error 
or Hypocriſie, which are generally the Concomitants of 
pack'd Agreements: But we know that he is well pleaſed 
with our ſincerity and goqd intentions ; and” will rather 
Pity than Paniſh; our unwilling and unfortiinate miſtakes, 
in -our- yaribus and differing methods and irſtanges of Re- 
ſpe unto him. But my deſign'is from Heer > ann 
of mens agreement,about the things they content, from the 
innocencie of their firſt Differences, front the folly and vaniry 
of their Contention ;' all aiming at, 'and deſigning the ſame 
things, viz.T he Salvation of therr owns Souls, and the Glory of 
God; to perſwade Men tocalm, quiet and ſoften their Minds, 
and to convince them of the Unreaſonableneſs of their Mu- 
tual Severities and Impoſitions, and to diſpoſe them to'Mu- 
tual Compliahces and' Charity : Alſo I would difcounte- 
nance, as much as poſſible, the foolfſh'and vain attempts of 
thoſe men, who with all' the Art and Induftry imaginable, 
do endeavour'to make the World all of one mind ; and are 
impatient of any ContradiQtion and Diſſent. *Tis'ftrange 
that the, Experience-of {o "may Ages” ſhould 'not 'Sctioot 
them! into a better Underſtanding ; let.them quotethe Age 
wherein they all agreed:Has there not been Father againſt _ 

ther, 


ther, Council againſt Coyncil, a continuation of Changes 
. and Innovations? And have we not tranſmitted to usa.Black 
.Liſt of Hereſies and Schiſins, as. men call them ? And 'eis 
poſſible they may quote an Univerſal Force and. Tyrany, 

ut never an Univerſal Agreement. But why ſhould1-go 
on? Theſe are things paſt contradiQtion, &e- - And what 
hopes is there now: to make men, all of one mind, more 
than formerly? Have we not their Difficulties, and our 
own too, -to contend with ? And ey true, we have ao- 
thing handed down certain, and nor ſubjett to. diſpute, but 
the Being we adore, and: his: only begotten Son, in 


whom. we believe. Theſe things indeed are Unjmanally 
Credited amongſt us, -and not diſputed by any. But ' 

other things do, and .may allege 2 Diſpute, (ivce they 
have paſſed through ſo many differing Hands, and ſerved 
{o many different Intereſts and Parties. Indeed fome: Re- 
cords I reckon more. Authentick than others, .I mean thoſe 
that teach and.iaſtrutt vs.in:the ways of Peace and Holy- 
Living; but in general, all lie more or.leſs liable to exce- 
ption. For they have been. -by men of various 
and differing Underſtandings, P , Humours, Conſti- 
tutions and Intereſts, "And have we. not: the ſame ſort- of 
| men? And js got the, World governed by the ſame Methods 
and Politicks, as formerly ? We. ſee every party quote 
. Scripture, and Fathers and Councils one againſt another, 
But to what purpoſe? For none. of them at this time of 
the day, after the Revolution of ſo. many years, are com- 
petent or ſufficient to decide. pur Differences : Every Age 
brings up men of Prydeace and Diſcretion enough to- go- 
vern themſelves ; and what the Fathers did,. is not tobe 
drawnp down for. a Prefident for theſe Times: They lived 
in Ages wherein their Civil Cuftams were different from 
ours ; and their Civil Cuſtoms may as well be impoſed on 
us, as their Eccleſiaſtical ; their 'Civil-Cuſtoms did influ. 
ence their Eccleſiaſtical, and ſo doth ours ; and that in- 


creaſes 
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cheaſes the difficulty; Beſides,they were but men; and fo are 

we - They were good men indeed, "and lived Holy Lives, 
and were Ornaments to their reſpeQive Generations ; and 
as: ſych we. ought to reſpe& them. But there is too much 
reverence”-: pard to AnEIquIy ſome ; and they are 
apt to draw very weak Concl ; and lay, Such a Fa- 
ther-faid ſuch a thing, ergo, *tis true*; and think this way 
of Arguing is good and Anthentick, never. conſidering the 
Trath and Reaſonablenefs of the the Thing, ſo much as the 
Authority of the Man» But further, pa ng oper the Ini- 
quitie of the Times, and the Corruptions which they ny 
have undergone ; _—_— them to be all truly tranf- 

1 


mitted to ns, yet they will figmfie very lirtle at belt, ſince 
every Difputer and Party is to manage them: They will 
ſpeak any thing we would have them to ſpeak ; and are 
Weapons in the Hands of every one that pleafes to take 
them : And nothing 'is more common-than to hear all 
Sides and Parties ſay, They have Reaſon, Scriptures, Fa- 
thersand Conncils on their Side ;_ but this ſignt es nothin 
at all, becauſe they muft not be 'Judges in their own Cafe. 
Indeed they fignifie, as to particular men for inſtruQtion 
and direCtion 1n Holy Liviog ; and.give Excellent Coun- 
cel and Advice, and minifter to Holineſs and Piety, but will 
decide few of our Controverſies, fince Parties muſt manage 
them. ?Tis certain that-Law, Scripture, Argument and 
Reaſon,fignifies little amongſt Diſpurers ; eack Party calling 
that Law, which doth ſerve their. turns; that Scriprute, 
which -doth ſeem” to' countenance” their Opinion; and 
Reaſon and good Argument, which favours and tends 
to. promote their Deſign ; and” not what really are fo: 
And this mifery will ſtill be continued in the World, as 
long'as we have ſeveral Intereſts to manage ; ſeveral Par- 
ties; and fo few CEOS ) indifferent, and impartial Judges 
among{t us'; and all things will ſuffer ARE or EX» 
5 —— gs '* 
they. 


tenuation, be great or little, good-.or 


» 


they quadrate with mens, Opinions, Pre; 

But ſuppoſing. men to be Impartial Diiges and Honeſt, 
yet *cis impoſſible . they - ſhould not differ in their. Senti-: 
ments, ſince their Underſtandings are. {o,. various: And. 
ſome pnofriagd more, ſome lefs than,is meant ; ſome-Fi- 
guratively,, ſome Literalin, me, Relatively,, others Col- . 
lectively, Diltributively, Privitively, - Poſitively, Aﬀirmas | 
tively, Negatively , and:a; hundred: other ways, - to the 
wearying and cp Low of all.the Adyerbs: Witneſs all 
thoſe numerous and large Comments and Explications on 
Law and Goſpel, both by, Antient and Modern Expoſitors, 
moſt differing, one from. the ether, though .on..the. ſame . 
Texts ; according to. the Capacities, Diftering* Acquires» | 
ments, Educations,  Prejudices, or .Prior Not:ons: of . the |, 
Managers, all which add to the Difficulties of mens agree- 
ment. Then again, AﬀeCtion being founded inLikeneſs; 
the various Authors find Abetters, according, as they. find 
Readers of the ſame Humour and Conſtitutions: -;One loves 
ſuch a Book, and ſucha Man ; and faith, what he Writes 
is certainly the Truth and. Right ; and. why ?--Not that it 
really is :þ but, becauſe he , writes ſomething ſuitable to 
his Genius and. CompleQion :._ The Sanguine loves the . 
Chearfuland Encquraging ; the Melancholy,the moſt Dole. 
ful and Tragical Expoſition. ; and moſt call ethat which 

pleaſes them the Truth. - Wes | 
But further, , Let them, tell me what, Good they .have 
done, by ſuch their E deavours of Uniting: Men,: as they 
al evils thanthey can Jay? 


callit? Have they not raiſed more pan 

Has not one Book begor another,and one Diſpute another? 
And ſo like is Truth to Falſhood, and one thing, to another , 
and there be ſo many Plauſibilities and Probabilities;, the, 
Wiſzſt and nioſt Confidiog Man may be deceived ;. 3nd.fo 
by Conſequence this Humour of DUyrio8, Nr ited, 
to the end of the World; which inftead i of Curing /and.. 
Healing Differences, doth but'ealarge.the Preaches, and c9-, 
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udices or ImtereftsA- 
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-ereaſe- them., by railing mens. Paſſions, ' and deſtraying 
Charity. As to.Publick/Diſputes, *cwas hardly;ever known 
buc-rhey that had che cog Power, and the largelt Intereſt, 
always went away. with the Victory. And as for Privare, 
I ſcarce ever. knew two Perſons engaged 1n a Diſpute, bur 
that both came;off worſe, though both got the better : . The 
love 'of Vitory, on one band,and ſhame of being overcome 
onthe other-;, their Paſſion and Indiſcreet Zeal, their Weak- 
neſs or-Intereſt,.. harh made themyſo/obftinate and reſolute, 
and put them on ſuch Shifts and Artifices, that have mage 
them. come off worſe. men, Iam fixetworle Chriſtians. 
Since then, it mult be allowed me, that *ris impoſiible the 
World {hquld. agree; or be all of one mind ; and no weans 
found. Competent to make them ſo ; to what end then do 
men Diſpute 2: Do they think to: Unite the Poles, or re- 
coacile;Contradiftions ? Indeed their Endeavours may be 
pitied,. becaule-they: may. mean. well-;. but nor at all to; be 
comme + But.to: ſpeak Truth, they;bave ſcen the Im- 
poſſibility. of- their Attempt long ago, and therefore. laid 
their Heads together for an Expedieat to ſalve all. Hence 
came the Concer, of lofallibilty'; a Poor: Shift indeed, 
which. hath madeall age worſe than they were before ; 
and: has. bega {, ofteg Baffled, and is ſuch, a Ridiculous 
thing, {ſo much againſt che Experience of all Mankind, that 
Laughing at ,it:is the: beſt way of Arguing. And to my 
Appreheahon, the more Certain and ofallible Truth, .of 
the - Impoſſibility of. Agreement, .is a, much, better Expedi- 
918 $0, D0{h.596.194 World into an agreement, thanthat 
of Infallibility. For when after ſo. much Experience, agd 
1d,many, Attempts made, men find the impotlibility of A- 
Ne ca: aan methiaks they ſhould at laſt agree, that is, 
oe quld yield themſelves. Vanquiſhed ; ſee their Egults 
,and.yaoity of” Contentipa, be induced to be at Peace one 
with += ceale their murual,; Violence and. Severity, 
.and' Amicably. turn. all: into mutual Love, {Compliancs, god 
7 E A« 
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Charity Lon hy phopeo—m rye of their Agreement 
ntl gin | 4nd'obje&ifiey the Proteſtants, thn = 
agree; RET li&vethers tell them ags LD 
ce, for is4hecelaty. ; hd: poo iis no 
Els to Jie in-their Serie. - Alo that-their Aptet- 
ment, however dds may boalt , is ho Agrecmionty/ahac 
the Fagots nay. as welf be{#idr0agree;whetv they are bound 
Up together,or Sheep On ovC Up "ms dnt ewe 
In their- Folds -2nd thre it is. rather'a' Confpiracy, or ary 
thing in. the World, more 3s woke r thai an Agreement. 
And let” me #sk the World the queſtion,” 'Whete-the 
Harm would 'be, if men worthi their 2 Miakerii theirown 
way ; and hive. vations and <ifering? wpprehenfions- of 
things ; it all their re ey Opinions 4nd Senitimenrs/be 
ſectred from” having 1lF Effefts'on the Publick, 'an& from 
diſtutbing'6he hott? "What is that ds: 1ey-jÞ) (tian 
-think'a Treetohe a'Man, rip bes Beaſt ;-if a'twanſo 


mifthought 4nd ogg _— eos fed from being'Bei- 


"ted or. Worried ?- [to 6ne' eoitiimon 

Lord and'Mafter ; he is to'be our Jtidge, if we have Rrved 

ye right : emer get jy 8 atk 
r, and Teck 


—_ 
| Fe Ars way ths aer-an oc6Pteathg A wb pv 
But Gen, fince 1'tnzy be" miſtaken; nd oh of Bf hi, 
_ and he in the right way , my method with him: oughtto 
be no other'than Reafon 'and Diſcourſe 'and that 18 the 
_ moſt moderate and' diſcreet way? Fran. For if T Mookd'do 
"otherwiſe, E may Vring a int ce on him, 
thanthat Tipretendto' k _ pe 
But'again, As to+ the ogy of Dilſtences; why 
Fould any. man be' eſteemed a Criminal,”or. 
fit, whoſe Deſires and meer met * ao rn Vader 
ah Di 


- us well-as-rhine?” We fee alle "Rvers.-firtle 
laſt diſcharge themſelves into the Ocean 5 
ens and Sefts of Chriftians have the ſame End and Acer 
Cy, 
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op; andTerminatows the:ſame Center; vic. in-indeavour- 
ingto/Ptcaſe;' to Glogitic and honour their: Maker, Why 
therefore ſhould the diſtin Ways and:/Methods in- Spirit 
als, be more. Reproach than: thoſe in Temporals ; and 
men not to be allowed to chooſe for themſelves their Me- 
chod in obtaining: a-Manſion in another World, as well as 
ſecuringa: onin this. Fheirown Souls liesat ſtake, 
whioh-if they have any apprehenſions. of *muit needs ob- 
lige them to be fincere? Bur this interpoſing in other mens 
matters, and being over-officious, I Ike not ;  and- they 
that force their awn Inventions and Models of Worſhip. 
on-other:men, under 'the fpecious-pretences of Right and 
Truth, do{T am affraid ): a Traderather:than Truth, 
which ftands:in need'of no-Coercion. And indeed there 
is ſuch-a- myſterious Trade driveg in the Concerns of Reli- 
gion, and fo much Gain gotten /by ſome particular Methods, 
that *tis n@ wonder'men.conrend-{o earneſtly. for they, 

- And amongft -qther hinderances.of True Holineſs, and 
Chriſtian AﬀeQian, and'of the Eſtabliſhment of Truth and 
Peace amongft-us, are the:Dignities, Honours and Large 
Revenues of Spiritual Men :, AndI beg fome Gentlemens 
Pardoc- if I-think: amis, when [I ſay I betieve the Flames 
of /Contention that are-afoot, and ſo much difturb Chri- | 
ſtendom, would mightily ceaſe and: abaze, were- the Oylie 
Subſtance of theirFat Benefices, a lictle diminiſhed or taken 
away :::And that a:cgreat —_ woutd not think -it 
weslh their while ta:contend fo about the-invilible things 
of: another Wotld; were there not a great deal to be got- 
ten'by'it in this. But in order to-a Conclulion. 

We may hope aid: with: Truth and. Peace to flouriſh in 
the World, but weneverſhallſceiir,as long as Temporals are 
ſo: mixtt-wich [Spiritnals:: There will never: bea proſperous 
ar /blefſed flyer of ſuch an unhatlowed and unfanttified mix- 
ture. 'Biit when there 1s a divorce pur'to theſe and all 
power of: the Church —_ onthe State ; and-the 

2 men 


men be choſen -in another manner; and'their-AYowances: 
ſetled on: them per the-State.; 'and-wheii' Learning it 'berter. | 
managed. and reformed. ; For the Poet/faith but too.true, 


Whatſoever il the State inviides,. * 
"The Pulpit erther-forces or perſwades ;:: 
Others. may; bring the Fewel: to the: Fine,.. ', 
But they: the Breath, ' hich makes the Flame afpire. 

And that was: bitt-an unlucky fort of Comment, which'one 
made.of thoſe Words wrote over the Head of our Saviour 
by Plates. in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, that he ſhould-be 
perſecuted moſt by menskilfult ivthoſe. Languages :. For *ris 
the Learnedmen arethe Warriers, and manage all our Con- 
tentions ; they would in amannet naturally Disband, had 
they not ſuch Leaders, who have little elſe to do bur to 
raiſe unneceſſary Quarrels, and ſet the World together. by 
the Ears. The other three parts of the World have little lea- 
ſure,and-leſs will and abilities $0-fnaintain-them:; I-fay when 
Learningis better managed, and when a perfe&and unake- 
rable Toleration of all Perſwaſfionsi0 Religion is eſtabliſhed, 
then the Eternal. God will blefs the World with Truth-and 
Beace ; but'*tis.oaly- the: laft,: I mean Toleration,, which 
we at. preſent may expeft; and-that for the' Re ſons afore- 
mentioned; as alfo for the unvaluable Benefits hereafter. we- 
ſhall certaioly reapthereby. For in particular, - , 

What car:more contributeto the Security, Proſperity and: 
Rc oy Nation, than by anc joint. 
and Univerſal AR; to Aboliſh all: choſe Grievances which 
have ſo.loag diſturbed our Reace'? I mean>Pend! Laws and: 
/; Te#s ; and atithe ſame time to Settle and Eftabliſh a Great: | 
Pacifick-Charter,that Hell it-ſelf,nor all:the United Force of 
Malicious Men ſhall neverbe able todiſturb;Wherein every 
one cannot fail; to, find their Account, except-thoſe-whoare! 
not fit to.bequieted. or..contented, becauſe they will not be 
fatisfied with their proportion of Power, or good Livings, 
but.demayd_ all, . But.. leaving ſuch. narcaſonable: men. on 

mM [ 
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yy rn ey ance; | by that Power, which 
hope W1 do:it, eff yuh -promile my felf;; that all. the 


reſh will not betray fo:much Weakneſs; as norfo acquiciee 
in fuch a pgs Expedient,which will certainly .redaund 
to the good of the whole; \bor hereby every one-willhave 
his Religion ſecured to him; by asgood a Title as his Land; 
every anewill be: ſectired from the DeſtruRive and Fiery 
Zeal .of his Violent. Neighbogrs: Ang ſince hamenwmif. dh 
rare, and miſtakes and: errors: will ihe; as Yong: as ithere be 
men: yet this Grear, Charter on protect all from! thevevil 
of one anothers miltakes:; and will put. an end tomens rui- 
ning and killing: one. another; for-Gods.ſake; will make the 
Lyom tie dawn mwh ' the Lamb, :44#4; flance the.woive of, Com- 
plaints in aur Streets; ' wall check theiInſglence and! HI Nas 
zure of; Peryerſe Men, of all' fides 3; and let: nien; Worſip 
their. Maker ſincerely and truly, and prevent Hypacriſie ; 
will make His Majeliyly Government:cale, and pre vent Fa- 
Rions, Plots and Confpiracies:again(t id ;watkgiue:himleave 
ro exert; His Royal Vertbes, and. make as'confiderableg; Fi- 
gure in Chriſtendom. as any of His ;jAnceſtors!; will take 
away all the pretenſions-ill men may have from Coercion & 
Reſtrajot, and leave cheminexculable 1f Turbulent agd:UJn- 
quiets ſo that.nome dareandgavtiour.to Patronize them; or 
mitigate their |Condign, Patuſhmemnt.; lay :aleep all 
Fears and,Jealouſies, and quuer the: Paſtions and Anitneſities 
of men, or at leaſt make them Impotent.and Uncapable of 
doing Hurt. | Aad:an tine, that by its Provifiogs; and»San- 
Gong, will qualibe-thipgs (a, that menof; all Perfwafions 
ſhall have a0 Earl .Claimand Title: Rel: wn; ::Property; 
and their Prznces Favour :, ang. that tio publick Emoluments; 
no Office, Intereſt, Benefit, Favour or Preferment, ſhall-be 
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ain, 2s at firſt, That *tis an unreaſonable thing, that any 
ort of men, under what Denoniination ſoever, {ſhould have 
the benefit of any Government, much leſs be admitted as a 
Member, or Adminiſtrator in it, unleſs he do his endeavour 
to Encourage and Protett it, andgive Security for, his quiet 
and Peaccable Living under at. 

But then as our Saviour commended the Vnjuſt Steward,{s 
I cannot but commend all our Parties, and:mult needs ſay 
they do wiſely in their Generation, abating their Honeſty and 
Integrity. For to begin with the Church-of: England ; Her 
Sons Att as Prudently as can be imagined ; for they: have 
got all into their own Hands,all the Spiritual Preferments 40 
the Nation ; if any of them ſhould turn Pepiſts, that 4s 
madneſs, for they have got all already; and the Papiſfts have 
nothing to give them : They know, that ifeither they move 
to the Right Hand, or the Left, they ſhall be Lefſened,; ſince 
they are craving needy People on both Sides them : There» 
fore their intereſt conſiſts in being obſtinate, and Randing 
our againſt the Kings Demands : They. may be made leſs, 
but cannot be made greater : Therefore by all.means 
poſſible they endeavour to keep thoſe under that would 
coms in Snacks with them ; alſo on the ſcore of their Abuſe, 
for they are Conſcious of the Injury: hey have done , 
and are affraid of Retaliation, 

Then as they cannot be blamed to -keep their Wealth and 
Power; ſo on the other hand, the Endeavours of others muſt 
not beblamed in gerting what they can: And, whoin Con- 
ſcience or Equity can accuſe them, whobeing Poor, Indi- 
gent and ready to be Starved, do endeavour to ſupply their 
Wants, and come in Partners with the Poflefſours.? ?Tis 


natural for every man that has been Oppreſſed, to rid him- / 
ſelfof his Yoke, and endeavour to ſecure himſelf for the fu- 
ture ; ' and that man deſerves to be hang'd, who ſtanding 
condemned by an unjuſt Law, and gets a Reprieve, will 
not endeavour to ;get ſo _—__ Law tobe Repealed. Ie 

then 
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then'the Tajuſficeof the firſt,” or the irregularity of the Mes 
thods of the-Laſt; TI cannor conſent to'commend, And it 
grieves me to Conſider how Religion is made a Stalking 
Horſe ;- and is taken up for a Pretence and Cloak to cover 
mens baſe deſigns ; and indeed'as far asever I could obſerve, 
rwo' thirds of that which men call-by that venerable Name, 
is nothing elle but a Trick-to get Money. And the Holy 
Scriptures are like Original Deeds, by which any man that 
has'but a little more Wit than Honeſty , may lay claim 
to an- Eccleſiaſtical Poſſeſſion. | | 
But leaft I ſhould be thought to ſpeak irreverently of 
thoſe Holy Books, I acknowledge, That ifa manbe ſincere 
and honeſt, and look for Truth as if he had a mind-to find: 
it ;' and have no other ends in his. Search, but-to pleaſe his. 
Maker and ſave his Soul ; he may eaſily find enough to 
make him both happy here and hereafter. But as far as I 
catt ſee,: men feem tro nnoderſtand moſt of the Scriptures. 
backward. For whereas the Prophet faith, He hath ſhewed 
thee, O'man, what the Lord requireth of ther, to do Fuſtice, 
ani look "Merey, and" to walk Huinbly with thy God. And. © 
the Apoſtle tells them, Thar True Religion before God and 
the” Father, confifts in viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widows in 
thely © Afiition, und to keep themſelves wnſpotted from the 
World ; allo another, , That they ſhould follow Peace with all 
meh, and holineſs, withont which, no man ſhall ſee the Lord 
By their Ations and Living, they ſeem to underſtand them: 
ckear-contrary, as if it had been ſaid thits, He hath ſbew- 
ed thee; O man, what the Lord requireh of thee, to do In» 
juſtice, to love Perfecution, and to walk_ at Enmity and Des 


fame with thy God:; "True Religion-before God and the Fa- 
ther is this, ol the Far 5, «ud affiiit7 the Widows, 
and # conform themſehies to the ' obiens, 


| " the World; and. 
follow Contention-and Strife with all men, without which no- 
wo go to Heayen, Treely, mens. Attions ſeems to fa- 

this. fatter TnterÞtetation, rather than- the ores: 
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And tmany other places of Scripture I conld quote; which 
exhort to Love, and Peace, and Mrtual Compliances and 
Condeſcention, which men either db not, or will not un- 
deſtand ; and *tis a Ceplorable thing to conſider how parti+ 
al they are in underſtanding rhe Scriptures. Some Texts. 
are great Favourites, when they ſeem ro countenance their 
Intereſt or Deſigns ; and others that will not vote for them. 
are caſhier'd, and a hundred ObjeChions raiſed againſt them. 
Thar of Contend earneftly for the Faith once delivered to the 
$aints,l warrant you at this-time o'th* day is a precious one; 
for here peeviſh Nature is gratified, and here if I have a 
mind to keep any thing that is dear to me, I havea Cover: 
for my Diſh ; *tris but calling my FaQion, my Paſſion, Hu- 
mour, Prejudice, Intereſt, ec. by the Venerable Name of 
True Faith ; and then T havea Commiſſion to contend ear= 
neſtly for it. Ccxtend earneſtly with ws for our Livings and 
Benefre, once delivered ws by the Laws, would not look well ;; 
But Comtend Earneitly for the Faith, that's plauſible and: 
goes down glib. I will readily allow the ObjeQtion which: 
I ſee is ready to come*upon me, that is, Thar men are oblt- 
ged in Conſciente to contend for the Faith, or that which they 
think to be true ; yet this Contention ought not to; progeed 
further than to Edification ; and it any other Methods be: 
uſed beſides calm Reaſoning and Argument, that: deftroy 
Charity, -an Indifrence is 'better than ſuch Contention. 
And when men exhott' their Auditory to''Contentions 3. 
however innocent their Meaning and Inrentions may be; yet 
their Diſcretion-muſt be blamed, and they will never be 
able ro' clear themſelves of Pabhick Cenſure, if they-do- 
tot qualifie their Diſcourſe with all the Limitations and! 
Reſtrictions imaginable; for-mien-are roo apr to Toneend;, 
withobr Exhortation.. | 71 


But to Conelnde, Since #w /> many Aves, no Hinnane As. 


or Induſtry, nor all the Powers on Earth together, by either” 
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Foyer or - Str at agem, neither hitherto have founa,. nor bereafe 
#er can poſſibly find an Expedient, or make it poſſible, amiaft 
fo many various-and all incompetent medizms , Thas all men 
ſhould (be of one mind, or that they fhoald not Diſagree, not 
be. Deceived, or mot bave Differences and Sab1 5 kg 3 1. ſay 
ſi ace theſe things are impoſſitle to be done ( Salv4 veritate, 
and allowing liberty of Judz ment The attempt ts Vain and © 
Fooliſh, and not #0 be proſecuted but by Fools or Mad Men. | 
And (me it is (o, the next thing which naturally comes under 
Conſideration is, Hon to make all things as Innecent and Eaſje, 
and , ſuitable - 10 Government as prifible. Al which things Hit | 
Gracious Majefty having duly Weighed and Conſidered; out of 
Ureat Experience, Deep Wiſdom, and Princely C ompall OnvWo- 
wards his miſerable contending Subjects, hath found out aud 
pitched upon the only Expedient 1#0rder thereto. 1 mean « 
Great. Pacifick Charter, which though it cannot ſubdue mens 
If Nature and Will, yet will put it out of the: Power of any 
one Contending Party to hurt another. *L1 «this Inſtrument 
and vnly. this (with , Gods bleſſing ) can "make our Miſerable | 
Contending ation Heppy- : oa he either do's not truly un- * 
bis Intereſt," or is #0 True Engliſh:-man, who doth not 
heartily defire it, and by all. honeſt means endexvour to promote” 
it. And 1 doubt not, mangre all:the Oppoſition of Intereſted 
and U Prince gs" F-c9p but that i Len will auly Effett 
it... The 4 ail fi bmi Gad, who put it. 2.1 
_ Heart, nod 96 t Gamali 
els advice is pl ae in oe C «Af Tr againſt the Al. 
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